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What is Ethics?
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Ethics

Merriam-Webster
“a set of  moral principles”
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AAG and GeoEthics
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Three-Year Strategic Plan 2020-22 : GeoEthics
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Academic and Private
Geospatial Data

Convergence of collection and use



Junghwan Kim University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign



The American Association of Geographers

Academic and Private Geospatial Data

Protections for human subjects in research in Academia

● National Research Act (1974)
● Belmont Report (1978)
● The Common Rule (1991)
● Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act (1996)
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Academic and Private Geospatial Data

Reproducibility of Scientific Research

● It is important to share methods,
but also to share the (raw) data
○ NIH data sharing policy since 2003
○ NSF data management plans since 2011
○ White House Open Data Policy since 2013
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Academic and Private Geospatial Data

Recent data sharing practices in academia

Johnston and Bishof (2015) Barksy (2017)
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Academic and Private Geospatial Data

Data sharing practices in academia

● In current environment, confidential data are only 
available to research community after lengthy and 
complicated process.  Or not at all…

● Methods
○ Negotiating new data use agreements
○ De-identification of data
○ Geomasking
○ Aggregating data
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Academic and Private Geospatial Data

Data collection and sharing practices in private sector

● Collection of data is automated
● Data sharing practices are based on corporate values
● Corporations conduct research on human subjects 

unregulated by the National Research Act (1974)
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Academic and Private Geospatial Data

There is a convergence between the data collection and data 
use between academic and private institutions, but their set of 
moral principles (ethics) and bodies of oversight do not align

Murky territory
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GSI Goals
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Join or spearhead activities
on GeoEthics
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Thank you!


